Different Ways Of Running Dilemma: Burning Issue
There are essentially three ways of running Dilemma: Burning Issue.

1. As a stand-alone project
2. As a stand-alone project with Police Officers in the classroom



3.
As a live project with a live link to Police Officers at Headquarters 

1. As a stand-alone project (with no Police involvement and no live link) 
Dilemma: Burning Issue can be run as a stand-alone project, which means it can run at any time to suit you and your pupils.

Simply purchase the project and receive your pupil username and password.  When your pupils type in their pupil username and password the message stream will begin.

You will need one Internet-linked computer with a working printer attached.  

The class should be divided up into groups of about four.  (You may wish to group pupils according to ability as this product includes a series of worksheets and should engage your gifted and talented pupils in slightly different ways). Each group will need a copy of the map and the briefing sheet before beginning the message stream.  

When the first message arrives, it will need to be printed out so that each group has a copy.  First click on the actual text body of the message. Click ‘File’ then ‘Print’ and type in the number of groups into the number of copies box.  Then choose ‘OK’.
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Each group will need one member who is responsible for collecting and reading aloud the information as the messages come in.

You may wish to assign a ‘technician’ who will take on the printing of the messages, but each group should send their ‘Communication Officer’ to collect the information.

Alternatively, you may have more than one Internet-linked computer with a printer.  In this case, you may wish to assign each group to their own computer to receive messages and interrogate the database during the project.  It is still advisable to instruct one member of the group to be responsible for reading the information out aloud – or some pupils may miss out on the information.

As pupils receive messages, the story behind Dilemma: Burning Issue will begin to unfold.  The pupils will learn about the characters and the events of the situation.  Messages come at a variety of intervals over the span of an hour.

During the message stream, the pupils will also need to interrogate the school database and visit the Seyster town website.

Instructions for using the database can be found in the Teachers’ Notes. 

The annotated script is extremely useful and gives step-by-step details of what the pupils should be doing as they receive each message.

Concluding the activity

At the end of the activity all groups should have completed and returned their Final Report Sheets.

Pupils should then prepare a response explaining what happened next:

Paul’s visit

Paul Gaskin is interviewed by the Police and the Education Welfare Officer the following day.  Choose one of the following ways to share with your class what you think happened at that meeting.

1) Role-play

Recreate the conversation between Paul and the Education Welfare Officer. Include if you wish Paul’s mother and/or a victim of the crimes he has committed.

2) Transcript of the meeting

 Take notes or write the script of the meeting. 

3) Letter 

Write a letter from Paul detailing what he has done wrong and how he intends to put it right.  The letter should be addressed to all the people his actions have affected.

4) Letter

Write a letter from the Head Master to Sergeant Cribb. Explain what has happened and discuss possible courses of action to prevent similar events occurring in the future.

In your response to any of the above try to include the victims of the crimes.  What kind of recompense, or support will they need now?  Does Paul have anything to say for himself? 

As a group decide how you are going to respond and spend thirty minutes working together to present your information to the class.

2. As a stand-alone project with Police Officers working alongside pupils in the classroom

Dilemma: Burning Issue can be run as a stand-alone project, which means it can run at any time to suit you and your pupils. However, to really enhance and add an extra dimension of excitement and realism to the event, invite your local Community Liaison Officer in to take part.

The Police Officer or Officers can work in groups with the children, or be available ‘in role’ as a Community Liaison Officer.  

First purchase the project and receive your pupil username and password.  When your pupils type in their pupil username and password the message stream will begin.

You will need one Internet-linked computer with a working printer attached.  

The class should be divided up into groups of about four.  (You may wish to group pupils according to ability as this product includes a series of worksheets and should engage your gifted and talented pupils in slightly different ways).  Each group will need a copy of the map and the briefing sheet before beginning the message stream.  

When the first message arrives, it will need to be printed out so that each group has a copy.  First click on the actual text body of the message. Click ‘File’ then ‘Print’ and type in the number of groups into the number of copies box.  Then choose ‘OK’.
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Each group will need one member who is responsible for collecting and reading aloud the information as the messages come in.

You may wish to assign a ‘technician’ who will take on the printing of the messages, but each group should send their ‘Communication Officer’ to collect the information.

Alternatively, you may have more than one Internet-linked computer with a printer.  In this case, you may wish to assign each group to their own computer to receive messages and interrogate the database during the project.  It is still advisable to instruct one member of the group to be responsible for reading the information out aloud – or some pupils may miss out on the information.

As pupils receive messages, the story behind Dilemma: Burning Issue will begin to unfold.  The pupils will learn about the characters and the events of the situation.  Messages come at a variety of intervals over the span of an hour.

During the message stream, the pupils will also need to interrogate the school database and visit the Seyster town website.

Instructions for using the database can be found in the Teachers’ notes.

The annotated script is extremely useful and gives step-by-step details of what the pupils should be doing as they receive each message.

Concluding the activity

At the end of the activity all groups should have completed and returned their Final Report Sheets.

Pupils should then prepare a response explaining what happened next:

Paul’s visit
The Police and the Education Welfare Officer interview Paul Gaskin the following day.  Choose one of the following ways to share with your class what you think happened at that meeting.

1) Role-play

Recreate the conversation between Paul and the Education Welfare Officer. Include if you wish Paul’s mother and/or a victim of the crimes he has committed.

2) Transcript of the meeting

 Take notes or write the script of the meeting. 

3) Letter 

Write a letter from Paul detailing what he has done wrong and how he intends to put it right.  The letter should be addressed to all the people his actions have affected.

4) Letter

Write a letter from the Head Master to Sergeant Cribb. Explain what has happened and discuss possible courses of action to prevent similar events occurring in the future.

In your response to any of the above try to include the victims of the crimes.  What kind of recompense, or support will they need now?  Does Paul have anything to say for himself? 

As a group decide how you are going to respond and spend thirty minutes working together to present your information to the class.

As you have a Police Officer in school you may also wish to:

Set up a Question and Answer session allowing pupils the opportunity to ask the Community Liaison Officer how he/she would have dealt with this situation and what the response to the letter might be?

Ask the Police Officer to talk (without disclosing personal information) about some of his or her experiences and ask pupils to think about how they would deal with these situations.

3. As a ‘live’ Internet project with a ‘live link’ to a Police Officer at Headquarters

Dilemma: Burning Issue can be run as a live Internet project. In order to take part you must register to join in a live running of the project.  It will enhance the project, adding an extra dimension of excitement and realism as pupils interact live with a police officer via the Internet.

In order to take part in a live running of Dilemma, get in touch with your LEA to find out when they are running the project.

When the project has been purchased and is ready to run you will receive an Internet address to log on to.

You will need one at least one Internet-linked computer with a working printer attached.  

The class should be divided up into groups of about four. (You may wish to group pupils according to ability as this product includes a series of worksheets and should engage your gifted and talented pupils in slightly different ways). Each group will need a copy of the map and the briefing sheet before beginning the message stream.  

When the first message arrives, it will need to be printed out so that each group has a copy.  First click on the actual text body of the message. Click ‘File’ then ‘Print’ and type in the number of groups into the number of copies box.  Then choose ‘OK’.
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Each group will need one member who is responsible for collecting and reading aloud the information as the messages come in.

You may wish to assign a ‘technician’ who will take on the printing of the messages, but each group should send their ‘Communication Officer’ to collect the information.

Alternatively, you may have more than one internet-linked computer with printers.  In this case, you may wish to assign each group to their own computer to receive messages and interrogate the database during the project.  It is still advisable to instruct one member of the group to be responsible for reading the information out aloud – or some pupils may miss out on the information.

During the message stream, the pupils will also need to interrogate the school database and visit the Seyster town website.

Instructions for using the database can be found in the Teachers’ Notes.

The annotated script is extremely useful and gives step-by-step details of what the pupils should be doing as they receive each message

Concluding the activity

At the end of the activity all groups should complete and return their Final Report Sheets.  

Pupils should then prepare a response explaining what happened next:

Paul’s visit

The Police and the Education Welfare Officer interview Paul Gaskin the following day.  Choose one of the following ways to share with your class what you think happened at that meeting.

1) Role-play

Recreate the conversation between Paul and the Education Welfare Officer. Include if you wish Paul’s mother and/or a victim of the crimes he has committed.

2) Transcript of the meeting

 Take notes or write the script of the meeting. 

3) Letter 

Write a letter from Paul detailing what he has done wrong and how he intends to put it right.  The letter should be addressed to all the people his actions have affected.

4) Letter

Write a letter from the Head Master to Sergeant Cribb. Explain what has happened and discuss possible courses of action to prevent similar events occurring in the future.

In your response to any of the above try to include the victims of the crimes.  What kind of recompense, or support will they need now?  Does Paul have anything to say for himself? 

As a group decide how you are going to respond and spend thirty minutes working together to present your information to the class.

Using the ‘Live Link’

N.B. The ‘Live Link’ is only available to schools that have booked this particular feature.
Throughout the message stream, pupils are able to contact the Police Officer live at ‘Headquarters’.  Pupils can ask questions and discover further information about the characters in the story and police procedures.

To ask a question or receive further information from the Police Officer, click on the ‘Live Link’ icon.   There are two parts to this screen.  The form at the foot of the page enables pupils to type in questions or messages.  Pupils should first click the cursor into the empty text box, type in a message in the box provided, then click ‘Post’.  

Messages and answers sent from the Police Officer will appear in the main part of the screen.  Pupils need to click ‘Refresh’ to check for new messages.  If necessary, the information can be printed out by choosing ‘File’ – ‘Print’.
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